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Introduction 

 

As the East Buchanan School District transitions into the 2020-2021 school 

year, the district knows that families in our community want schools to be 

ready to reopen as soon as possible, while keeping safety as a top priority 

with guidance from health officials with the Clinton County Health 

Department, the St. Joseph (Buchanan County Health Department), the 

State, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Our goal is to 

ensure that children re-enter schools with safety as a top priority so that 

learning continues and students develop the social and emotional 

connections necessary for their growth. Reopening schools in a manner 

that is responsive to the needs of families and our community will involve 

challenges with many undetermined factors. This guide provides a set of 

directions and protocols that are aligned to the guidance of medical experts 

for preparing for the 2020-2021 school year. 
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Sources of Information 
The East Buchanan School District utilizes a wide range of relevant 

sources to inform the decision-making process. The primary sources of 

information are the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education, the Clinton County Health Department, the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, the Missouri School Boards’ Association, the 

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, and Children’s Mercy 

Hospital. 
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CDC Guidelines 

COVID-19 is a respiratory disease which is mostly spread by droplets 

released when people talk, cough, or sneeze. It is thought that the virus 

may spread to hands from a contaminated surface and then to the nose or 

mouth, causing infection. Therefore, personal prevention practices (such as 

handwashing and staying home when sick) and practices such as 

environmental cleaning and disinfection are important principles that are 

covered in this document. Fortunately, there are a number of actions 

school staff can take to help lower the risk of exposure to and spread of 

COVID-19 during school sessions and activities (Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention [CDC], 2020).  

One of the actions that can be taken to help lower the risk of exposure is 

the use of face coverings. Face coverings may be challenging for students 

(especially younger students) to wear in all-day settings such as school. 

Face coverings should be worn by staff and students (particularly older 

students) as feasible and are most essential in times when physical 

distancing is difficult. Individuals should be repeatedly reminded not to 

touch the face covering and to wash their hands frequently. Information 

should be provided to staff, students, and students’ families on proper use, 

removal, and washing of cloth face coverings (CDC, 2020).  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/cleaning-disinfecting-decision-tool.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
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Symptoms of COVID-19  

People with COVID-19 have reported having a wide range of symptoms – 

from mild symptoms to severe illness. Children have similar symptoms to 

adults and generally have mild illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days 

after exposure to the virus. People with these symptoms may have 

COVID-19:  

• Cough  
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing  
• Fever  
• Chills  
• Muscle pain  
• Sore throat  
• New loss of taste or smell  

This list is not all-inclusive. Other less common symptoms have been 

reported, including gastrointestinal symptoms like nausea, vomiting, or 

diarrhea (CDC, 2020).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/pediatric-hcp.html#anchor_1589580133375
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Health & Mitigation Strategies for Students and Staff 

 

IN ORDER TO KEEP SCHOOL BUILDINGS OPEN AND OPERATE SCHOOLS AS CLOSE TO NORMAL AS 

POSSIBLE. IT IS CRITICAL FOR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES TO FOLLOW THE GUIDELINES BELOW AND TO 

STAY HOME WHEN EXPERIENCING ILLNESS. THESE GUIDELINES CAN HELP PREVENT AND THE SLOW 

THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 AND OTHER ILLNESSES. 

 

Hand Washing  

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 

especially after you have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, 

coughing, or sneezing. If soap and water are not readily available, use a 

hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your 

hands and rub them together until they feel dry. Avoid touching your eyes, 

nose and mouth with unwashed hands.  

Physical Distancing  

Avoid close contact by putting an appropriate distance between yourself 

and others. Remember that some people without symptoms may be able to 

spread the virus. Keeping an appropriate distance from others is especially 

important for people who are at higher risk of getting severe illness.  

Cover Coughs and Sneezes  

If you do not have your cloth face covering, remember to always cover your 

mouth and nose with a tissue or use the inside of your elbow when you 

cough or sneeze. Throw used tissues in the trash. Immediately wash your 

hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are 

not readily available, clean your hands with hand sanitizer that contains at 

least 60% alcohol.  
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Clean and Disinfect  

Cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched surfaces will occur throughout 

the day. This includes tables, doorknobs, light switches, countertops, 

handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets and sinks.  

 

Face Coverings 

Using a cloth face covering reduces, but does not eliminate, the chance of 
transmitting viruses, including Covid-19. A combination of distancing and 
using face coverings when appropriate are the best tools we have available 
to reduce the spread of infection. 
 
The district will follow the guidance of the Clinton County Health 
Department in regard to the use of face coverings for students, staff, and 
visitors. The use of a face covering will always be allowable. Health 
department guidance will determine when coverings are required, for 
whom, and at what times of the school day. 
 

 

Layers of Protection 
It is not possible to fully eliminate the risk of virus transmission, but 

implementing a combination of the mitigation strategies outlined above will 

help reduce the risk of transmitting viruses, including the Covid-19. The 

district’s mitigations strategies will include: 

 

Hand Washing 

At the elementary level, breaks for using the restroom and washing hands 

will be built into class schedules and conducted in a manner that allows for 

social distancing. Students will be instructed in the proper technique for 

handwashing and this information will be reinforced through signage 

throughout the building. At the middle and high school levels, students will 
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have scheduled breaks allowing for socially-distanced use of the restroom, 

and proper hygiene will be reinforced by signage throughout the building. 

Every classroom will have hand sanitizer available for student and staff use 

for times when washing hands is not practical.  

 

Physical Distancing 

Classrooms will be physically distanced to the greatest extent possible. 

Desks will be spread as far as possible within each classroom and 

unnecessary furniture will be removed to allow for maximum possible 

distancing of desks. Physical barriers of clear plastic will be utilized where 

practical. When conditions allow, the outdoors may be utilized for classes 

or to provide students of all age levels breaks from wearing face coverings. 

Line queues will have physical distancing markers. 

 

Cover Coughs and Sneezes 

Students will receive age-appropriate instruction in the proper manner of 

coughing and sneezing to reduce the transmission of viruses. This 

instruction will be reinforced by signage around the buildings. Additionally, 

all classrooms and common areas will have facial tissues readily available. 

 

Clean and Disinfect 

The district’s custodial crew will conduct disinfection throughout the school 

day, in addition to deeper cleaning that will occur each evening. 

Classrooms will be equipped with disinfectant supplies for use as needed. 

Busses will be sanitized between each use. 

 

Face Coverings 

The district will follow the recommendations of the Clinton County Health 

Department in regard to use of face coverings. The district is anticipating 

that face coverings will be required at the beginning of the school year. The 
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district will provide an appropriate face covering. Students may also their 

wear appropriate face coverings of their own choosing. 

PPE (personal protective equipment)  

• All staff and students will be provided an effective mask or cloth face 
covering that is the appropriate size. Staff and students may choose 
to wear their own face covering. 

• PPE (gloves, masks, gowns) will be provided for health room staff 
and employees who work in very close proximity to students with 
special needs.  

• Face shields will be provided to nurses for use when conducting 
procedures on students.  

• Touch-free thermometers are available for school use.  
• Sanitizers/cleanser, hand soap, and tissues are provided throughout 

all buildings.  
• Surgical grade masks are available for:  

• Health room staff  
• Any employee working with a medically fragile child  
• Any person exhibiting symptoms  
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Student Screening 
It is essential that students who are symptomatic stay home to 

prevent the spread of illness to others. Many symptoms of Covid-19 are 

similar to symptoms of other illnesses—a student who is suspected of 

having ANY communicable illness should stay at home until the illness has 

subsided and meets return-to-school guidelines described below. 

Students should be screened at home for the following symptoms before 

boarding a bus or coming to school: 

 

The district will screen students who are demonstrating symptoms at 

school and may screen all students if recommended by state or local health 

officials. 

Attendance 

Regular school attendance is important for success in school. The long-

standing emphasis on good attendance, and the associated rewards and 

incentives for good attendance, have in the past led to situations where 

students have attended school while having symptoms of illness. Although 

we still encourage all to attend school consistently, it is critical for all 

students to stay at home when symptomatic with illness or to stay home if 

quarantined due to close contact. Therefore, the district will not require 

attendance as part of any awards or incentives for this school year. The 

district will give a wide latitude in regard to attendance; however, the district 

will continue to track attendance and will follow-up in situations where it 

appears that extended absences are not due to health or other acceptable 

reasons. 

• Fever of 100.4 or higher/chills 

• Cough 

• Headache 

• Muscle Aches 

• Nausea, vomiting or diarrhea 

 

• New loss of taste or smell 

• New runny nose or congestion 

• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

• Sore Throat 

• Close contact with a person with Covid-19 or 

suspected positive in the last 14 days 
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Staff Member Health Protocols 

• Every employee should take their temperature before coming to work. 
• One touchless thermometer will be available for employees to check 

their temperature at work.  
• If an employee is sick or has fever, they should not come to 

work.  
• Any employee who comes in contact with a person who tests positive 

or exhibits symptoms of COVID-19 must immediately call the 
superintendent using the cell number provided to staff. 

• Employees must develop plans to cover and/or delegate their duties 
in the case of illness or other absences or while they must work from 
home.  

 

Staff Member Daily Checklist 

 

• Self-screen daily before going into work for any of the following 
symptoms associated with COVID-19. Check the CDC website or 
contact your health care provider for the most current information. 

o Most common symptoms: 
▪ Fever 
▪ Cough 
▪ Shortness of breath 

o Less common symptoms: 
▪ Sore throat 
▪ Congestion 
▪ Headache 
▪ Chills 
▪ Muscle and joint pain 
▪ Nausea or vomiting 
▪ Loss of sense of smell or taste 
▪ Diarrhea 

• If experiencing any symptoms listed above, DO NOT come to work. 
Call the superintendent immediately using the cell number provided 
to all staff members. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/
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While at work 

• Rigorously practice hand hygiene, cough etiquette, cleanliness, and 
sanitation. 

• Maintain at least six feet of separation from other individuals. If such 
distancing is not feasible, wear a cloth face covering (over the nose 
and mouth). 

• Continuously self-screen for the symptoms listed above. If you begin 
to show symptoms, notify your direct supervisor AND superintendent 
immediately. Limit contact with other individuals. Contact your health 
care provider.  

• Regularly wash or disinfect hands while at work and after any 
interaction with other staff members. 

• Maintain cleanliness through removal of unnecessary personal items 
and debris to create clean workspaces and support cleaning efforts 
on common surfaces. If additional cleaning is needed, please contact 
the superintendent. 
 

Additional Health and Safety Measures for Staff  

Teachers will review new routines, and new procedures will be taught and 
practiced in all classrooms for arrival, dismissal, and lunch protocols. The 
following procedures should be implemented by teachers in their 
classrooms and workspaces on a daily basis:  

• All employees should work to keep their workspaces as clean as 
possible by cleaning and disinfecting their workstations, surfaces 
they commonly use, and other touchpoints.  

• Employees should also avoid using others’ workstations, supplies, 
tools, and equipment. Additionally, whenever an employee uses 
standard office equipment (e.g., printer or fax machine), it should 
be wiped down prior to and following use. Employees will be 
supplied with disinfectant and towels.  

• Use technology devices for work submission instead of paper 
when possible.  

• Use virtual manipulatives/tools as much as possible.  
• Limit multiple students touching/interacting with the same 

materials.  
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• Keep students socially distant within the classroom as much as 
possible.  

• Support social distancing between classes.  
• Ensure students are facing the same direction as much as 

possible.  

Limit Potential Exposure to Other Students/Staff   

• Staff should regularly wash hands for at least 20 seconds throughout 
the day with warm water and soap.  

• Coughs and sneezes should be directed into a sleeve, elbow, or 
tissue.  

• Avoid touching eyes, nose, and mouth.  
• Avoid using common areas.  
• Employees will be responsible for obtaining their own food and 

beverage. It is recommended that all personal dishware be taken 
home nightly for appropriate cleaning and disinfection.  

• Conduct any meetings or gatherings in accordance with 
recommended restrictions for public gatherings regarding the number 
of participants. Virtual meetings are encouraged.  

• Employees who are feeling sick are asked to stay home.  
• Employees who have symptoms of acute respiratory illness should 

immediately seek medical attention and follow the guidance of a 
health care provider.  

• Employees who have been diagnosed with or are aware they have 
been directly exposed to COVID- 19 should notify the superintendent 
as soon as possible.  
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Preparations, Procedures & Protocols for COVID 

Exposure and Positive Test Results. 

A student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19 or was in close contact with 

someone who has tested positive or is suspected positive. 

The fall and winter will present challenges as COVID-19 symptoms 
may be similar to other cold and flu symptoms. The school nurse, in 
consultation with the Clinton County Health Department will 
determine if symptoms meet the criteria for a concern of COVID-19. 
In the case that the school nurse determines the symptoms may be 
COVID-19 related:  

• The student or staff will be separated from other students. 
• Parents will be contacted immediately to pick their child up from 

school.  
• Siblings or others living in the same household as that child or 

staff member and attending school will also be screened.  
• Information about testing locations will be provided to the 

family.  
• All staff and students that may have been in contact with the 

individual will be identified. Those individuals may be asked not 
to return to school for 14 days. If, at that point, the individual(s) 
have not shown any signs or symptoms of COVID-19, they may 
return to school.  

• Staff members who test positive for COVID-19 will be asked to 
not return until 24 hours have passed without symptoms AND 
10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared AND 
cleared by a doctor.  
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Contact Tracing 
Contact tracing is the practice of keeping track of all who enter our 

buildings and how to contact them. To be effective, contact tracing needs to 

be a two-way process. We will keep logs of all persons in our buildings so 

that we can contact individuals if we determine that they came in contact 

with a person who was later determined to have Covid-19. We also request 

that any person who enters a district building who later tests positive for 

Covid-19 (within 14 days of being in the building) contact the school so that 

contact tracing can be done. 

To assist with contact tracing, students will be assigned seats in classes at 

all grade levels, during lunch, and while on district transportation. Keeping 

detailed information will not only assist us in contacting those who are 

potentially exposed, but it will also allow us to know who was not in close 

proximity, allowing for the quarantining of fewer students. 

 

Exclusion of Groups Due to Covid-19 Exposure 

It is possible that groups of students may need to be excluded from the 
building for a quarantine period if they are exposed to Covid-19 through a 
close contact. An example would be if a teacher were to test positive and 
his/her whole class was determined to be a close contact. In this 
circumstance, the group not able to attend in person would continue 
virtually during the exclusion period. Days would not be counted as 
absences and the expectation would be for the class work to continue. The 
district’s alternate methods of instruction plan is detailed below. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

15 
 

Academic Programming 

Based on guidance from the CDC and local health professionals, the 
district has developed a proactive plan that places student and employee 
safety at the forefront of returning to school. Classroom teachers and 
support staff will play an increasingly important role in the health and 
wellness of students.  

Building Procedures 

Each building has unique operations in terms of activities, movement, and 

class arrangements. Each building will create procedures unique to their 

circumstance. These plans will incorporate measures to reduce the number 

of students and staff who interact with each other and encourage 

distancing. Examples include seating charts, staying together as cohort 

groups to the extent possible, additional sanitation, hand washing, mask 

breaks, and staggered arrival and departure times. Each building will 

communicate its specific procedures. You may sign up for district 

communications or review your current communication preferences at: 

ebs.k12.mo.us/blackboard 

Phases of Operation 

Phase I Phase II Phase III 
All buildings are 
offering an in-person 
AND a virtual option 
for students. Families 
will decide whether to 
utilize the in-person 
option, or to remain at 
home with the virtual 
option. Students may 
move between options 
within the guidelines 
expressed in this 
document. 

The district begins 
utilizing a rotating 
schedule to reduce the 
number of students in 
the building for in-
person instruction. 
Students would attend 
two days a week and 
learn virtually the other 
three days. Phase II 
may be implemented 
district-wide, or may be 
implemented by 
building if appropriate. 

All education 
conducted virtually. 
Teachers will continue 
to work in buildings 
and will meet with 
limited numbers of 
students, including 
students who are 
receiving special 
education services, 
within health 
department guidelines. 
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The goal of the district is to remain in Phase I throughout the school year. 

The determination of when to move to Phase II or Phase III will be made by 

staying in close consultation with the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education and our state and local health departments. Local 

conditions, such as absenteeism or staff quarantines may also affect our 

ability to stay in Phase I. 

Triggers for Phases 

1. Statewide mandate to close from agency with the authority to do so: 

including the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and the 

Office of the Governor. 

2. Mandate or recommendation from the Clinton County Health Department 

or the St. Joseph (Buchanan County) Health Department. 

3. Local decision by the district due to local conditions or an inability to 

continue in buildings as a result of student absenteeism or an inability to 

fully staff our buildings due to illness. 

 

Virtual Instruction 
Virtual instruction may be used by individual students or groups of students 

throughout the year. Below are situations in which students will be learning 

virtually: 

1. Students who choose to stay at home when school resumes will learn 

virtually. Those who have selected this option on the district survey 

will be contacted by the district. You may also contact the district 

directly to choose this option. 

2. Individual or groups of students who have a period of quarantine will 

learn virtually. The district will contact the parents/guardians if this is 

required. 

3. If in Phase II, all students will learn virtually on the days not in 

attendance. 

4. All students will learn virtually in Phase III. 
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Virtual instruction, whether for individual students, groups of students, or all 
students will have higher expectations than during the building closure in 
the spring. It is important that students value education, whether in-person 
or virtual, and that they maintain a close connection with the school, its 
staff, and their peers. For these reasons, the following expectations will be 
in place for virtual learning: 
 

1. Work assigned virtually will have set deadlines for completion, 
receive feedback, and will be graded. 

2. Grades given on virtual assignments will count toward the overall 
grade and course completion, credit, and GPA will be determined 
through grades received on work given. 

3. Teachers will, unless disallowed by health regulations, be at their 
respective school building daily and will conduct classes through a 
combination of live and recorded videos, in combination with other 
instructional methods. (If we are having in-person classes, students 
at home may receive assistance or instruction from a teacher other 
than who they are assigned to for in-person instruction). 

4. During a period of building closure, teachers will be available at 
specified times throughout the day to be contacted by parents at 
school. 

5. During a period of building closure, if allowed by health department 
regulations, individuals or small groups of students will be allowed to 
receive special education services and individual help in the buildings 
while following proper distancing and safety requirements. 

 

Virtual Instruction as a Choice Even if Buildings are Open 

The district recognizes that some families may choose to keep their 
child(ren) at home due to health concerns, concerns about virus spread, 
concerns about safety-related expectations, or other concerns. The district 
will accommodate these students by offering a choice to begin the year 
virtually or to transition to virtual once the year has started. Students who 
choose the virtual option will still be responsible for work completion and 
will be given grades for their work and credit for their classes. Students who 
choose to stay home may change their mind and return to in-person 
instruction within the first two weeks of first semester or at the beginning of 
second semester. Students who are in-person may choose to move to 
virtual instruction at any time. 
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Internet Access 

It is possible that we may face a short or long-term building closure during 
the school year. It is also possible that an individual student, or group of 
students, may need to continue education at home during a quarantine 
period. In any of these situations, it will be important for students to have 
access to reliable, high-speed internet (with enough data capacity to 
download school assignments, access relevant websites, use online 
platforms, and view instructional videos). 
 
If you live in an area that does not have access to reliable, high-speed 
internet, or if the cost of this service is prohibitive for your family, the district 
may be able to assist by providing an internet hotspot at no-cost or reduced 
cost (depending on financial situation). If you are interested in this service, 
please review the district’s Internet Hotspot Policy and Application, which is 
included within this document. 

 
 

School Supplies 

In recognition of the difficulty of obtaining school supplies for a variety of 
reasons, the district has reduced the amount of supplies requested from 
students. All cleaning products, facial tissues, and many classroom 
supplies have been removed from the supply lists. The district will be 
providing these items. 
 
If you have any difficulty obtaining the supplies that are still on the lists, 
please contact the school for assistance. 
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Safety Protocols 
 

General Safety 

• Staff will be required to wear a face covering during most of the 
school day, especially when social distancing is difficult.  

• With recent evidence that COVID-19 can be aerosolized through 
exhalation, in the event that face coverings cannot be worn during 
activities such as indoor singing, running, etc., teachers will hold 
class outside with social distancing protocols or provide an alternative 
activity if being outdoors is not an option.  

• To the extent possible, students will be spaced throughout the 
classroom to promote social distancing.  

• We will limit the use of community supplies (pencils, calculators, lab 
equipment, machinery, P.E. equipment, etc.) that are difficult to 
disinfect in the classroom or at recess. 

• On the first day of school and throughout the first week, these new 
safety procedures will be taught and practiced in all of our 
classrooms. Parental support and reinforcement of these new 
measures will be critical in providing the safest possible environment 
for students.  

Breakfast and Lunch Protocol 

All Food and Nutrition staff are thoroughly trained in food safety. The 

Health Department routinely audits school kitchens. Using the public health 

guidelines, East Buchanan C-1 School District will utilize the following 

procedures:  

Based on guidance from our food service provider OPAA, the CDC and 

MSBA, all food served or offered to students will be pre-packaged.  

• Students will wash or sanitize their hands before entering the 
serving area.  

• Students will choose between pre-packaged or individually 
wrapped meal components. There will be limited entrée, side, 
and milk choices at this time. 
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• Cashiers will not take cash or checks at the register at this time. 
Students will scan their ID card at the cash register, using a 
touchless badge scanner.  

• Students will wash or sanitize their hands prior to eating. 
• Meal substitutions and seating accommodations will be made 

for students with food allergies/intolerances, based on medical 
forms on file.  

• Cafeteria tables will be disinfected between each student 
usage.  

• In addition to normal sanitizing procedures, the kitchen and 
serving area will be disinfected. 

• Measures will be taken to maximize social distancing in the 
lunchroom. As practical, additional tables will be added, 
numbers will be reduced in lunch sections, and outdoor eating 
areas will be utilized when possible. 

 

School Recess Protocol 

The school will develop recess schedules that limit the number of 
students on the playground or within a specific area of the 
playground. Students will wash or sanitize hands when returning from 
the playground.  

 

Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 

Arrival and dismissal can provide a challenge with large numbers of 
students congregating, making it difficult to socially distance. Therefore, 
schools will communicate a plan that allows for multiple entrances for 
students to use during arrival and dismissal. The use of multiple 
entrances will only apply to certain buildings where this option is feasible 
and safe. Signs will be placed outside as a reminder for students to 
socially distance themselves from their peers while entering the building 
or standing outside. Additional considerations for families include:  
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• Drop students off as close to the school start time as possible and 
not too early as to avoid the gathering of students before doors 
open.  

• If possible, drive your child to and from school each day to reduce 
the number of students riding the bus.  

• Upon dropping your child off, please remind them that their first 
responsibility as they enter the building is to either wash their 
hands or use the hand sanitizer located in the entrance of 
buildings or in their classroom. Students will be expected to wash 
their hands frequently throughout the day.  

Please be patient with district employees as they work to implement 
new protocols. Arrival and dismissal procedures may initially take 
more time than in previous years. Your understanding is appreciated.  

 

Field Trips, Assemblies, and Class Parties 

Field trips have value as part of the educational experience; however, they 
also require additional travel and exposure to other communities. Field trips 
are not being planned at this time. As conditions change, the district will 
review and revise its stance on field trips as appropriate. 

Assemblies will be avoided until they can be conducted within the 
guidelines of the local health department. 

Class parties will be modified to fit within guidelines, including being limited 
to students and school staff. 

Visitors to School Buildings 

• All visitors will report to the front office. At that time, visitors will 
provide their name, phone number, address, email address, and the 
date and time of their arrival and departure.  

• While at school, all visitors will wear face coverings. Please see 
the CDC guidelines for more information. 

• If a visitor becomes ill within 14 days of coming to school, please call 
the superintendent’s office at (816) 424-6466. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
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Medication Delivery  

Please continue to do what you have done in the past and get the 

documentation completed by your physician. When you have the 

medicine and the consent form, please arrange a time to meet with 

the school nurse. Someone will meet you outside the building to get 

the medication and the form.  

Student Pickup Early from School 

Please call when you arrive at school and let the office know that you 

need your child to be checked out early. A staff member will escort 

your child to your car and ask that you sign him/her out for the day.  

Students Tardy to School 

It is ok to walk your child into the office and check him or her in. We 
do ask that that you wear a mask upon entrance in the building and 
maintain social distancing protocols. However, if you do not feel 
comfortable walking your child into the building, please call the office 
and a staff member will come to your car and bring your child into the 
office.  

Parent Attendance at School Parties or Have Lunch with Students 

Unfortunately, to limit the number of adults in the building/classroom, 
we will temporarily discontinue allowing parent volunteers at school 
parties. Visitors will not be allowed to eat lunch with students at this 
time. We look forward to returning to our normal procedures once we 
are through this pandemic.  

IEP/504/Parent Meetings  

IEP meetings will be held at school unless parents request another 
format (by phone or virtually).  
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Co-Curricular and Elective Classes (Art, Family and Consumer Sciences, Physical 

Education, Instrumental Music, Library, Vocal Music, etc.)  

To the extent possible, the district expects all classroom activities to 
be performed while adhering to CDC and Clinton County Health 
Department recommendations, including but not limited to:  

• Weather permitting, students will go outside for all physical 
education and/or choir.  

• Commonly touched surfaces and equipment will be avoided when 
possible. Those surfaces and/or objects will be disinfected before 
and after use when avoidance is not possible.  

• Upon the return of library books, each book will be disinfected prior 
to recirculation.  

• Clear guidelines will be established for students to follow when 
entering and exiting all classrooms.  

• If an activity (example singing) cannot be done within guidelines 
on a particular day (example—cannot go outside due to 
thunderstorm, extreme cold, etc) an alternate, related activity will 
be conducted that can adhere to guidelines. 

• The district will install outdoor canopies for use in conducting class 
outdoors. 

 

 

Social and Emotional Learning 

Counselors, nurses, and other staff will work to do the following:  

• Create professional development for building staff regarding typical 
childhood reactions to stress and trauma.  

• Collaborate with teachers on classroom activities to address student 
mental health upon return to school.  

• Collaborate with community agencies on best practices.  
• Provide classroom lessons on school expectations and structure 

around health safety and social distancing practices to help students 
readjust to a full school schedule.  
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Co-Curricular and Athletics 

• East Buchanan C-1 School District plans to provide students the 
opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities. While offering 
these opportunities, the district will prioritize the health and safety of 
students and staff by adhering to the CDC and Clinton County Health 
Department recommendations. We understand that following health 
recommendations may limit some or all of the extracurricular activities 
that are normally provided.  

• Additionally, the Missouri State High School Activities Association 
(MSHSAA) may further outline guidelines on how athletics and 
activities will be offered at district high schools and middle schools. 
As a district, we understand the importance of offering these 
opportunities to our students and will continue to make every effort to 
do so. To the extent possible, we expect all athletics and activities 
that can be performed in accordance with CDC and Clinton County 
Health Department recommendations will be available for student 
participation.  
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Transportation 

Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, all bus drivers and aides will wear face 

coverings and gloves. Students will also be asked to wear a face covering. 

Drivers may remove face covering once everyone is seated and bus is in 

motion for safety purposes (example-fogged glasses). When possible, the 

front seats of the bus will be left open to provide more distance from the 

driver. 

The district encourages parents to drive students to school whenever possible to reduce the 

number of students on the bus. 

• Buses will be cleaned and disinfected at regular intervals. Touch 
surfaces on the bus such as handrails and seats will be disinfected 
after every route.  

• To limit student-to-student contact, students will enter the bus and fill 
seats from back to front. At school or stops, students will off-load from 
front to back. Families will sit together.  

• All busses will utilize assigned seating. 

• Drivers will remind students of safe riding practices. Signage will also 
be on the bus to remind students about safe practices with regard to 
the pandemic.  

• Windows will be left open to allow for fresh air ventilation. This 
practice will be followed unless prevented by extreme cold. The bus 
heater will be utilized to offset colder temperatures. Students may 
want to have hats, gloves and a coat during colder times. 

Shuttles 

The number of shuttles from Gower to Easton is being doubled from three 
to six to allow for more distancing of students. 
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Disinfecting/Cleaning 

• Staff will be trained on how to disinfect desks, chairs, and commonly 
touched surfaces.  

• Procedures to clean frequent touchpoints will be implemented for 
cleaning crews to disinfect critical areas daily.  

• Staff will require use of hand sanitizer when students are entering 
each classroom, before and after lunch, and after use of the 
restroom.  

o High school and middle school teachers will require students to 
sanitize hands when they walk into the classroom, before lunch 
and after lunch.  

o Elementary school teachers will build in time to have students 
periodically wash hands throughout the day including (but not 
limited to) the start of the day, before and after lunch, and 
following recess.  

 

General Precautions for Cleaning After a Student/Teacher becomes Ill 

The area will be closed off and will not be available until cleaned and 
disinfected.  

Locker Rooms and Gym Disinfecting  

Locker rooms will be disinfected, and commonly touched surfaces in 
locker rooms will be cleaned throughout the day. Commonly touched 
surfaces in large spaces (gyms, fine arts rooms, etc.) will be avoided 
when possible. Those surfaces, equipment and/or objects will be 
disinfected before and after use when avoidance is not possible.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

• Will face coverings be required? 
 

o We will follow the guidance of the Clinton County Health 
Department. We are anticipating that the year will start with 
face coverings being required for all students and staff while 
indoors, unless during physical conditioning, or when proper 
distancing can be maintained. 
 

• Are we going to be virtual? 
 

o Depends. All students will have the option of choosing virtual. 
Our goal is to operate an in-person option throughout the year, 
but we are prepared to move to full virtual if conditions require 
us to. 
 

• Will virtual work be graded? 
 

o YES!!! All work, whether in-person or virtual, will be graded and 
treated as regular work. 
 

• Will there be sports/activities? 
 

o We will offer sports and activities to the extent allowed by 
MSHSAA, DESE, and our local health department. 
 

• Will virtual be different than the spring? 
 

o YES. As long as it is within health department guidelines, our 
staff will continue to report to the buildings during a building 
closure. We have been enhancing our technology capabilities 
and will be in a better position to communicate and provide 
instruction virtually. (Including more live and recorded video 
conferencing with staff). 
 

• Will students be able to come to the buildings during a closure for 
tutoring or special services? 
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o We hope so. As long as allowed within guidelines, we will allow 
for students who are receiving special services to come 
individually or in small groups to receive instruction. We will 
create these opportunities for all students to the extent 
possible. 
 

• What if I don’t have internet at home? 
 

o The district may be able to provide an internet hotspot to assist 
with learning from home. Please see the attached hotspot 
policy and application. 
 

• If virtual, will the district use a single platform (example: Google 
Classroom)? 

o We recognize that the wide variety of platforms and 
applications created difficulties for students and parents in the 
spring. We are working to streamline and limit our platforms to 
make this easier for students and parents. 
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East Buchanan Internet Hotspot Policy 
 

During normal operations of the school district, it is highly beneficial for all students to have 
access to high-speed internet access at home to assist in assignment completion, enrichment, 
and remediation. During a time of building closure, or during a time of quarantine for certain 
students, it is essential for all students to have reliable internet access to make the continuation 
of learning practical. The East Buchanan C-1 School District recognizes that not all students live 
in an area where high-speed internet is readily available, and that many of the options available 
are either costly, have data caps, or both. Additionally, the district recognizes that the cost of 
reliable, high-speed access may be prohibitive for some families. To assist families and 
students, the district will attempt to provide portable hotspots on an as-needed basis. When 
available, one hotspot will be provided to an eligible family. The hotspot will remain the 
property of the district. 
 
The district may be limited in the number of hotspots we can provide depending on availability. 
We currently have some on hand and will order more if there are more applications for 
hotspots than what we can provide. If we are limited in the number we can provide, families 
will be prioritized as follows: 
 
1. Top priority will go to those families who are in an area that does not have access to reliable 
high-speed options AND who demonstrate a financial need as determined by eligibility for free 
or reduced-price lunch. 
 
2. Second priority will go to those families who demonstrate a financial need as determined by 
free or reduced-priced lunch eligibility, regardless of location. 
 
3. Third priority will go to those families who do not live in an area with reliable access, but do 
not meet the financial eligibility requirements. 
 
4. Families who have access to high-speed internet and who do not qualify for free or reduced-
price lunch are not eligible for this program. 
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Cost 
 
Cost will be a three-tiered structure based on financial need: 
 
Tier One: Students who are geographically unable to obtain high-speed internet service, but 
not qualify for free or reduced-price lunch, will pay the actual cost of the district for the device 
of $20 per month.  
 
Tier Two: Students who currently have access to high-speed internet services, but who also 
qualify for free or reduced-price lunch may receive a district hotspot for $10 per month. 
 
Tier Three: Students who do not have access to high-speed internet services, and who also 
qualify for free or reduced-price lunch may receive a district-provided hotspot at no cost.  

 
Note: The primary purpose of providing internet access is to support at-home learning (whether 
during normal district operation or during a period of shutdown or quarantine). It should be 
noted that these devices will contain content filters and will remain district property, subject to 
seizure by the district if used inappropriately and/or in violation of district policy, if the district 
discontinues the program, or any other terms of agreement are not met. There should not be 
an expectation of privacy for content accessed through a district-owned hotspot device. 
Families should read and familiarize themselves with Board Policies and Regulations 5710 and 
6320 which govern internet usage and data on district devices, before applying for access to a 
hotspot. By accepting a hotspot, families agree to abide by the district’s policies, regulations, 
procedures, and handbooks related to internet usage and usage of district electronic devices 
when using the district’s hotspots and agree not to use the devices inappropriately.  
 
It is important to note that high-speed internet is not required by the district. We believe that it 
is highly advantageous for students to have access to the internet at home, especially for the 
purposes of distance-learning, which is why we are providing this option to support students 
gaining more access to the internet. Each of our campus buildings serves as a hotspot, and the 
internet can be accessed from the parking lot of each building. We will also continue to provide 
printed materials as practical if it becomes necessary. 
 
Please also note that if the hotspot is lost, damaged, or not returned at the end of the family’s 
use period, a fee of $100.00 will be charged for replacement of the device, and future 
applications for access to a hotspot may be denied.  
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East Buchanan C-1 School District Hotspot Application 

Name of Parent or Guardian _________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________ Phone number _________________ 

Student Names and Grades           

             

              

Circle the answer to each question below: 

Reason for request: No access to high-speed internet in home    Financial Need Both 

Does your family qualify for free or reduced-price lunch?*  Yes No 

*If your work or income situation has recently changed, you may qualify even if you did 

not previously. Please complete and return a free and reduced-price lunch application if 

you believe you may qualify. 

IF YES: I certify that my National School Lunch Program application and eligibility data 

may be used by the East Buchanan C-1 School District for the purpose of determining if I 

am eligible for a cost reduction in the hotspot program.  Yes No 

I understand the primary purpose of the hotspot is to enable my child to have reliable Internet 

access at home to complete homework assignments, school projects or research.  Yes    No 

I certify that the information I provided above, including my address, is correct.    Yes No 

I understand that unless verified for a discount based on the Free and Reduced meal program, 

there will be a $20 per month charge for use of the WiFi hotspot, and that I am responsible for 

paying this in full each month. I also understand that failure to pay this charge may result in my 

student(s) being unable to participate.     Yes      No 

I understand that East Buchanan C-1 School District reserves the right to remotely monitor the 

use of the WiFi hotspot and disable its use if the settings are altered or the device is used for 

inappropriate activities or in violation of the District’s policies and procedures.    Yes      No  

I certify that I have read, understand, and agree to follow Board Policy and Regulations 5710 

and 6320, and that my family’s failure to follow these policies may result in removal of my 

family’s access to the hotspot. I also certify that I will pay any monthly fees due to the District 

as a result of my rental of the hotspot, and that if the hotspot is lost or damaged, I will be 

responsible to pay the District a replacement fee of $100.00.  

 

              
Parent/Guardian Signature      Date 


